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November 2007 Newsletter
[image: image2.bmp]Ch-Ch-Ch-Changes…The leaves aren’t the only thing changing this fall season.  The Child Care Concepts 4C staff is expecting a new coordinator sometime soon – hopefully before the snow starts to fall!  For complete details on all that is new to Child Care Concepts 4C, please be sure to visit www.ccc4c.com for all the latest information.
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Story Stretcher Totes invite language experiences that occur when children explore and are exposed to both written and spoken words.  Parents and providers have a unique opportunity to foster the love of literacy and reading while children are young.  Story stretchers make this fun for both child and adult; the toys and activity cards open doors into the story creating more worlds to explore and expose the child to more language.  For example, the Dora and Boots dolls, in the “Dora’s Day at the Beach” Tote, give the children the opportunity to practice their language skills as the children use them to act out the story in the book.  The adult can participate in the play with the child and gently correct pronunciation and use of words.  In this way, the child is having a learning language experience and loving every minute of it.

Theme Boxes are ideal for enhancing your children’s learning experience through all areas of their development.  Each box contains activity plans specific to each theme that give children the chance to experience new concepts in many different ways.  These activity areas include math and science, language and reading, gross and fine motor, and circle time activities.  These boxes are the perfect addition to your weekly or monthly theme in the classroom.  Some themes include Farm Animals, Transportation, Fairy Tales, Camping, Boating/Fishing, Musical Instruments, Pets, and Healthy Bodies.  When the library is complete it will host a total of 52 theme boxes, available for lending to parents and child care providers free of charge.

[image: image4.bmp]We are looking for volunteers who would love to help put together the theme boxes when the next order comes in.  For your time, gift certificates for training will be given as an incentive.  If you are interested, please contact us at 631-5390, ext. 3335 or ext. 3324, or 631-3073, ext. 213.

American Red Cross Classes

It has been just over a year now that American Red Cross has implemented their new training materials for CPR and First Aid.  With that in mind we will be offering Renewal CPR courses beginning September 29th.  The renewal classes will be 4 hours long costing $15.00.  It is required that you bring proof of current certification and training materials to class.  We will continue to offer the 6 hour CPR courses for individuals that are new or expired. 

First Aid will remain a 3 hour training for both new and renewal students.  Cost varies depending on materials needed.  American Red Cross standards state each student is to purchase their own set of materials.  No sharing of materials is allowed. 

If you have further questions please feel free to contact Lori Rosenberger at Michigan Works 631-3073 or at:

lrosenberger@fcs-midland.org.
CDA: Child Development Associates Credential

To date we have 23 ladies working at their own speed to accomplish the goal of receiving the Child Development Associates Credential.  Four ladies have just completed Validation Assessment and have received their credential:  Patsy Eddy, Jean Ortega, Kim Sleeper, and Kathy Zook.  Congratulations Ladies!

This process can be short or long depending on the time commitment each person makes.  CCC4C offers monthly support meetings where questions can be asked and guidance offered.  In addition we have classes that cover the 8 content areas plus the observation service. 

If you have further questions please call Lori Rosenberger at Michigan Works at 631-3073 ext. 213 or email her at: lrosenberger@fcs-midland.org.

WorkFirst and DHS
There are lots of changes taking place at DHS.  Some information to pass on to you is the “CHILD CARE PROGRAM FRAUD”.  Child Care Fraud is crime for either the parent or the child care provider.  To report call 1-800-222-8558, contact your local DHS office or visit www.michigan.gov.

The Provider Handbook on Reporting Instructions has been updated in February 2007.  If you need a copy of the Report Instructions, Today’s Child or the ABC’s booklets please contact Lori Rosenberger at Michigan Works at 631-3073 ext. 213.

For the providers that are working with DHS clients please make sure that the parent is also filling out the newest form DHS-4025 that is inserted into the CDC application.
What Midland Michigan Works! Can Do For You…

Employment, Veteran’s, Youth, Michigan Rehabilitation, and Specialized Services plus Workforce Investment Act, Education Advisor, Literacy Council of Midland County, Employment Counselor, CHILD CARE CONCEPTS 4C and the Biz Resource Center.

I want to highlight the BIZ RESOURCE CENTER which is a Michigan Small Business & Technology Development Center.  It is a first resource for starting a small business in Michigan offering a variety of reference materials and access to specialized computer programs as well as consultants to provide direction and assistance to small business entrepreneurs.
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When You Have Questions About Licensing Issues

Jackie Horton, Area Manager, Bureau of Children and Adult Licensing

It is not unusual or unexpected for CDC providers, both family/group or child care center to have questions about licensing rules. This has been especially true since January 2006 when the family and group rules were changed and December 2006 when the child care center rules were revised.

In addition, there have been amendments to Act 116. The latest change has been our name. We are no longer the Office of Children and Adult Licensing (OCAL), but we are now called the Bureau of Adult Licensing (BCAL).

When you have licensing questions, there are places for you to turn to for answers:

1. Become familiar with your rule book. Sometimes a careful reading of the rules will give you the answer you are looking for.

2. Our website has a great deal of information that you will find useful. The address is www.michigan.gov/dhslicensing. Once you reach this page, look for Licensing on the left side of the page and click on Child Care. This will take you to our home page where you will find an abundance of information including forms, publications, original applications, rule books, Act 116, CPSC Product Recalls, information on making FOIA requests, links to ICHAT, and information on making complaints.  You can also use our Look Up system to read Original, Renewal, and Special Investigation Reports pertaining to licensed facilities.

3. The most useful resources for answering your rule related questions on our website will be the Family and Group Technical Assistance and Consultation Manual and the Child Care Center Rules Technical Assistance and Consultation Manual. These are both listed under the Resources section. They contain Rationale for a rule as well as Technical Assistance and Consultation for many of the rules. Technical Assistance is information that assists the licensee/registrant in meeting and maintaining the minimum statutory and rule requirements. Following steps or procedures outlined in Technical Assistance may be required by your consultant, unless you are meeting the rule in another way. Consultation is assistance provided to licensees/registrants to help them develop quality programs beyond the minimal statutory and rule requirements. It is advice and suggestions but not a requirement.

4. If you are unable to find answers to your questions in the Technical Assistance Manual or you have an unusual situation, you are encouraged to contact your Licensing Consultant. If your facility is in Midland County, Marcia Demski is your consultant. If you are unable to reach Marcia and you have a general rule question, there are others in the Midland BCAL office available to help you. The following BCAL staff can be reached at the following numbers:


Marcia Demski, Licensing Consultant
989 835-5785


Stacy Tomczak, Licensing Consultant
989 835-7513


Jackie Horton, Area Manager
989 835-7758


Kathy Stroup, BCAL Secretary
989 835-7241

[image: image6.bmp]Please know that BCAL staff are here to answer any questions you have and to assist you in reaching and maintaining compliance with the rules and Act 116. Because our consultants are often out of the office visiting child care facilities, you may need to leave a voice message and wait for a response to your call.

S. P. I. E. S.

in Child Care

Strategies for Preschool Intervention in Everyday Settings (S.P.I.E.S.) starts out with six modules:  Creating teaching opportunities, providing help, incidental teaching, tracking progress, prior to preschool, and planning intervention across the day.  After these six classes, we will provide you with one hour of in-home coaching using our theme boxes to teach children, and four hours of in-home coaching by a master’s level social worker.  Following the coaching, we will return for one last class to wrap-up what we’ve learned.  This course will be offered three times during the year.  The upcoming classes will be offered on Wednesday nights, January 10-February 14,  meeting from 7-9:15 pm, with the final class on March 7th.  The S.P.I.E.S. course is funded by the Children’s Trust Fund and is offered free of charge to providers.  Class is limited to 20 students—sign up quickly!  Hours will count toward licensing requirements.  A certificate will be awarded at the end of the course.  CEU’s are available.
Provider Support Meetings

Child care provider support meetings are held each month on the last Monday night,* from 7-9 pm, at our offices at 1714 Eastman Avenue.  The meetings are free.  The next one is Nov. 26th and the Nature Preschool from Chippewa Nature Center will be presenting.  It’s good “me” time for providers!  We’d love to have you join us!  * Due to the Christmas holiday, the December meeting will be cancelled.

Center Director Support Meetings

Center director support meetings are free and held on the third Friday* of the month from 11 am to 1 pm at our offices at 1714 Eastman Avenue.  Bring your lunch and join us for a wonderful networking meeting.  This month’s meeting is Nov. 16th, and the ESA and Success by Six will be presenting.

* Due to the Christmas holiday, the December meeting will be cancelled.
Child Development Associate Training 
CDA Child Development Training: This 120 hour course is for anyone interested in becoming credentialed in Child Development.  The following content areas are covered: planning a safe, healthy environment to invite learning; steps to advance children’s physical and intellectual development; positive ways to support children’s social and emotional development; strategies to establish productive relationships with families; maintaining a commitment to professionalism; observing and recording children’s behavior, and; principles of child growth and development.  (A high school diploma or GED required by completion of course.)

Class meets Mondays and Wednesdays from 5:00 – 8:35pm.  For more information, contact:

BAISD Career Center

Adult and Continuing Education

4155 Monitor Road

Bay City, MI 48706

Phone: 989-667-3275

800-227-6382

www.baisdadulted.com
Delta College’s Child Development Program

Registration for the Winter 2008 semester starts November 5th! Sign up soon to ensure your spot in the class of your choice. Course offerings include: Introduction to Child Development, Infant and Toddler Development, Learning Center Activities, Guidance Strategies, and more.

To register, use the Delta College website at http://www.delta.edu/  and search for classes or check out the Child Development website at http://www.delta.edu/socsci/CDindex.html  for more information regarding course descriptions, informational sessions and other important information.

For more details, please contact Jill Harrison, the Child Development program coordinator by email at jillharrison@delta.edu or by phone at 989-686-9051.
Early Childhood Consortium Quarterly Meeting

Date: November 19th, 2007

Time: 3:30 – 5pm

Early childhood professionals are welcome to attend the next meeting of the Early Childhood Consortium to learn about other programs in the community serving young children, network with other professionals, and enjoy getting to know each other.  Call Hollie Barth at (989) 832-6619 to register.  This meeting is free of charge. 
T. E. A. C. H.

Interested in obtaining a scholarship to help pay the cost of becoming a CDA?  Or going back to school for your degree in early childhood related field?  Call the T.E.A.C.H. office at 1-866-MI-TEACH (866-648-3224) to speak with a scholarship counselor about how the scholarship works and to request an appropriate application.  They can answer all your questions individually.

T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood Michigan

Michigan 4C Association

839 Centennial Way

Lansing, MI  48917

1-866-MI TEACH

teach@mi4c.org

www.mi4c.org

Child Care Regulations in the City of Midland

The City of Midland, through its Zoning Ordinance, regulates land use on all properties within the city.  The purpose of these regulations is to protect the health, safety, welfare and property values of our citizenry.  To this end, the City narrowly defines what activities can occur in residential zoning districts.

For nearly 30 years, the City has regulated home-based child care facilities through its Zoning Ordinance.  Since the current ordinance became effective on January 1, 2005, residential care facilities (which includes child care centers, family day care and group day care) have been required to obtain zoning clearance, prior to operations commencing, in any residential structure.

Family day care homes are permitted by right in all RA-1, RA-2, and RA-3, RA-4, and RB residential zoning districts.  This means if citizens operate one of these uses defined as “Residential Care Facilities” in Section 2.02 of the Zoning Ordinance, they can operate this specific land use without the need for additional City permits.

However, if citizens operate a child care center or group day care home they must first, obtain a conditional land use from the Midland City Council, prior to operations commencing on their property.

A conditional land use involves a 90 day public meeting process which involves at least two public hearings and formal City Council approval.  The conditional use permit application fee is $225.00.

All group day care facilities which became operational after January 1, 2005 are required to meet these requirements.  If citizens are operating a group day care facility without a valid conditional use permit they are presently in violation of City Ordinance could be responsible for civil penalties.

Copies of the Midland Zoning Ordinance and conditional use permit applications and procedures can be found on the city’s website at www.midland-mi.org or by contacting the Planning and Community Development Department at (989)837-3374.
If you live in one of the 16 townships, village of Sanford or Coleman, you will need to contact your local office for zoning and building ordinances.

Child Care Regulations in the Michigan Building Code

The City of Midland, as well as the entire State of Michigan, is currently under the 2003 Michigan Building Code. This Code is based on the International Building Code, with special Michigan amendments.

The Michigan Building Code uses occupational use groups to determine how the structure will be constructed, the amount and frequency of egress systems and to what degree the structure is accessible to the physically challenged. The code also recognizes the need to bring existing structures up to current levels of protection under certain circumstances. A proposed change in the occupational use group classification will require changes be made.

If a person would like to open a family day care facility and take in 6 children, as defined by the State of Michigan  as the limit for a single provider, that would cause a change in the occupational use group of the portion of the home that is to be used for the facility. In most cases, this would encompass the entire home. This use group change would trigger the required upgrades to systems such as egress and accessibility. These upgrades could include: Accessibility into the home and to every level the facility occupies, accessible toilet facilities, accessible routes to all areas the facility occupies, secondary means of egress from a basement 

(which must be via a stairs leading directly to the outside), among other things.

The Code defines Day Care Facility, an I-4 occupational use group classification, as:”…buildings and structures occupied by persons of any age who receive custodial care for less than 24 hours by individuals other than parents or guardians, relatives by blood, marriage or adoption, and in a place other than the home of the person cared for. A facility such as the above with five or fewer persons shall be classified as a Group R-3 or shall comply with the Michigan Residential Code.” The phrase “five or fewer” is extremely important because a family day care facility with five or fewer children will be regulated by the Residential Code, which does not require nearly the degree of accessibility that the Building Code does.

If someone proposes to open a family day care facility for five or fewer unrelated children, the situation would not cause a change in the occupational use group classification and therefore the accessibility requirements would not apply. The secondary means of egress from a basement would still apply, but could be done through a window that meets the egress requirements.

If you have any questions regarding the Michigan Building Code, or the Michigan Residential Code, please contact your local building department. Citizens of the City of Midland may contact the City of Midland Building Department at 989-837-3383. 


Please Note New Procedures:  When you attend trainings at Family and Children’s Services it is mandatory that you sign in and out at the Front Desk.  If the class meets after normal business hours, sign in and out in the Class Registration Binder.

November 2007
3rd -  CPR - 10 am - 4 pm – Lori Rosenberger, Certified Red Cross Instructor.  Fee for class is $36.50 materials included, less if you have current materials.  Bring your lunch and dress comfortably!  A Red Cross certificate will be mailed to you upon successful completion.  Class limit: 10 students.

5th - CDA Workshop, 7 – 8:30pm - Instructor: Lori Rosenberger, B.A. Free workshop for CDA candidates only.

6th – Choosing and Evaluating Your Child’s Care, 7-8pm.  Instructor: Lori Rosenberger, B.A. Free workshop for parents only.
16th - Center Director Support Meeting - 11am - 1pm, Free.  ESA and Success by Six are presenting.

19th - First Aid – Lori Rosenberger, Certified Red Cross Instructor.  6:30pm - 9:30pm.  Fee: $26, less if you already have current materials.  A Red Cross certificate will be mailed to you upon successful completion of this class.  Class limit: 10 students.

26th - Family/Group Child Care Provider Support Meeting, 7-9pm - Nature Preschool Presentation  Free of charge.

27th - Bloodborne Pathogens - Lori Rosenberger, Certified Red Cross Instructor.  7pm - 9pm.  Fee:  $17 includes materials; fee will be less if you already have current materials.  A Red Cross certificate will be mailed to you upon successful completion of this class.  Class limit: 20 students.

29th – Infant Safe Sleep, 7-8pm.  Instructor: Lori Rosenberger, B.A.  Free of charge.

December 2007
1st - Super Saturday B, 10am – 3:30pm – Facilitator:  Lori Rosenberger, B.A. - "Holiday Make-n-Take it", "Creative Art Activities", "Creative Storytelling", "Emergent Literacy", "Reggio-Emilio".  Cost: $50, lunch included.
3rd - CDA Workshop, 7-8:30pm.  Instructor:  Lori Rosenberger, B.A.  Free workshop for CDA candidates only

4th – Choosing and Evaluating Your Child’s Care, 7-8pm.  Instructor: Lori Rosenberger, B.A.  Free workshop for parents only.
5th - First Aid - Lori Rosenberger, Certified Red Cross Instructor.  6:30pm - 9:30pm.  Fee: $26.  Fee is less if you already have current materials.  A Red Cross certificate will be mailed to you upon successful completion of this class.  Class limit: 10.
6th - Asthma/EPI pen Red Cross Training - Lori Rosenberger, Certified Red Cross Instructor.  7pm - 9pm.  Location: Heaven’s Elect Center, 3305 Ridgecrest, Suite B.  Certified Red Cross training on signs and symptoms, and how to properly administer medication.  Fee:  $25, less if you already have current materials.  Bring to class First Aid book, skill card and proof of current First Aid certificate.  You will be given a certificate from Red Cross following successful completion.  Class limit: 20.
8th - Renewal CPR - Lori Rosenberger, Certified Red Cross Instructor.  10am - 2pm.  Fee: $15 if you already have current materials.  A Red Cross certificate will be mailed to you upon successful completion.  Bring food/beverage and dress comfortably!  Class limit: 10.
12th - Bloodborne Pathogens - Lori Rosenberger, Certified Red Cross Instructor.  7pm - 9pm.  Fee:  $17 includes materials; less if you already have current materials.  A Red Cross certificate will be mailed to you upon successful completion.  Class limit: 20.

13th – “What We Are We Telling Parents?” 7-8pm.  Instructor: Lori Rosenberger, B.A.  This free class for providers prepares them for the questions parents have been taught to ask, and what parents are looking for during an interview/tour of child cares.

17th – Car Seat Safety, 7-8pm.  Instructor: Lori Rosenberger, B.A.  Free of charge.
19th – Healthy You: Taking Care of Yourself, 7-8pm, FREE.  Instructor: Rebecca Brumm, LMSW
20th – Topic to be determined.
Family/Group and Center Director Support Meetings will not be held in the month of December.

January 2008

7th - CDA Workshop, 7 – 8:30pm - Instructor: Lori Rosenberger, B.A.  Free workshop for CDA candidates only.

Jan 10th – Feb 14th – S.P.I.E.S., 7-9pm, Wednesday nights – The S.P.I.E.S. course is funded by the Children’s Trust Fund and is FREE of charge to providers.  Class limit: 20 students.

18th - Center Director Support Meeting, 11am – 1pm.
28th - Family/Group Child Care Provider Support Meeting, 7-9pm – Be Red Cross Ready program.

February 2008
4th - CDA Workshop, 7 – 8:30pm - Instructor: Lori Rosenberger, B.A. Free workshop for CDA candidates only.

15th - Center Director Support Meeting, 11am – 1pm – Be Red Cross Ready program.

25th - Family/Group Child Care Provider Support Meeting, 7-9pm – Instructor: TBA
Be sure to watch www.ccc4c.com and class registration binder for more classes to be added.


